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was the only member of the California 
Supreme Court to find that a jury 
should not be allowed to hear expert 
testimony in a domestic violence case 
regarding battered women’s syndrome. 
She even said that employers may use 
racial slurs against their employees. 

Her record is clear. She does not pro-
tect the rights of women, workers or 
minorities. 

Yesterday I and 14 other women 
members of the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus, the Congressional Black Cau-
cus and the Asian Pacific American 
Caucus sent a letter to Senate leaders 
stating our strong opposition to the 
confirmation of Janice Rogers Brown. 

Given the serious concerns against 
Janice Roger Browns’ views, I encour-
age my colleagues in the Senate to 
vote against her confirmation. Her con-
firmation would have a detrimental ef-
fect on women, minorities and all 
Americans.

f 
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REPUBLICANS PAVE THE WAY 
FOR AMERICAN HOMEOWNERS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, June is American 
Homeownership Month, recognizing the 
benefits of achieving the American 
Dream. As a former real estate attor-
ney for 25 years, I know firsthand the 
joy of homeownership. By purchasing a 
home, Americans are investing in their 
own futures, ensuring stability and 
promoting long-term financial security 
for their families. House Republicans 
are providing important incentives for 
homeowners and creating jobs and are 
paving the way for more American 
families to own their own homes. 
Today, homeownership is near record 
levels, with 69.1 percent of American 
families now owning their homes. Ac-
cording to the National Association of 
Realtors, sales of existing U.S. homes 
climbed 4.5 percent in April. 

Increased home sales are just another 
sign of continued economic growth in 
America. Last week, the Department of 
Labor also reported that the Nation’s 
unemployment fell to 5.1 percent in 
May and that over 3.5 million jobs have 
been created since May 2003 when 
President Bush signed into law his tax 
reductions. 

Republicans remain dedicated to a 
successful, positive agenda that will 
grow the economy and provide more 
opportunities to American families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

TOBACCO ESCAPES HUGE 
PENALTY 

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. President 
Bush, your Justice Department legal 
team is failing you, and failing you 
miserably. Tobacco companies have 
bilked the consumer for hundreds of 
billions of dollars. I am proud to say 
that State attorneys general recovered 
$215 billion for their States. We find 
out today in The Washington Post the 
Justice Department has given away the 
ranch. The headline says it all: ‘‘To-
bacco Escapes Huge Penalty.’’ Even the 
tobacco attorneys are mystified. 

They said, ‘‘They’ve gone down from 
$130 billion to $10 billion with abso-
lutely no explanation. It’s clear the 
government has not thought through 
what it’s doing.’’ 

President Bush, there is still time. 
Call your Attorney General and tell 
him to put on a real case. Otherwise, 
you are throwing in the towel to Big 
Tobacco. 

f 

HOMEOWNERSHIP AND JOB 
NUMBERS 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, June is Homeownership 
Month and the housing market con-
tinues to be a catalyst for a growing 
economy. Just last quarter, growth fig-
ures were revised higher, growing at a 
3.5 percent annual rate. For the past 2 
years, the U.S. economy has grown 
faster than the economy of any major 
industrialized nation. Since May of 
2003, over 3.5 million jobs have been 
created with 24 straight months of job 
growth. That is 2 years of putting peo-
ple back to work, 2 years of more peo-
ple collecting paychecks. What is even 
more impressive is the fact that the 
unemployment rate dropped to 5.1 per-
cent, the lowest level since 9/11. 

Many things are behind these posi-
tive job numbers, but one thing in par-
ticular is the strength of our housing 
market. Homeownership is at near 
record levels with nearly 70 percent of 
American families now owning their 
own homes. Sales of existing U.S. 
homes climbed 4.5 percent in April. In 
2004, home prices posted the biggest 
gain in 25 years. 

Madam Speaker, these steady gains 
are great news. They show that more 
people are working, more people are 
collecting paychecks, more people are 
owning their own homes, and more peo-
ple are realizing the American Dream. 
This direction should be celebrated. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY: DEMOCRATS 
RAISE TAXES 

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to continue to 
shine the light on the need for reform 
of our Social Security. On Monday, an 
editorial ran in The Washington Post 

which criticized the Democratic leader-
ship for not having or supporting a 
plan for Social Security reform. The 
editorial also hammered the plan of-
fered by Democrat Robert Wexler as a 
lopsided quick fix, calling the proposal 
both unbalanced and inadequate. They 
say the plan would merely raise payroll 
taxes and would fail to provide long-
term relief. Further, the proposal 
shows little or no benefit for workers 
under the age of 55. 

One solution which could help im-
prove Social Security and provide long-
term relief is through personal retire-
ment accounts. Giving Americans the 
option of putting a portion of their 
payroll taxes into small personal ac-
counts is a more balanced and better 
solution to the Social Security prob-
lem. Quick fixes, such as the one pro-
posed by Robert Wexler, will only pass 
the problem of Social Security to 
younger generations. 

Madam Speaker, our children and 
grandchildren deserve the best, includ-
ing a Social Security program which 
provides generational fairness. And 
clearly Americans are hearing this 
clarion call. In fact, a recent Fox News 
poll showed that 84 percent of workers 
age 18 to 55 would support having the 
option of personal accounts.

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, re-
cent reports paint an unfair picture of 
the United States Air Force Academy. 
It has been characterized as a place 
where religious intolerance is the 
norm. As someone who has spent con-
siderable time with Air Force per-
sonnel and cadets, I know that the 
academy has always been a place that 
has indeed taught religious tolerance. 

After discovering perceptions of reli-
gious bias during a survey in 2004, the 
academy made considerable efforts to 
address issues of religious intolerance 
and has implemented a proactive plan 
to address this very issue. The acad-
emy leadership instituted a new train-
ing program for all cadets, staff, and 
faculty to address the diversity of the 
Air Force and the need for each person 
to respect others, regardless of their 
beliefs or faith. 

Like any other university, cases of 
perceived religious intolerance do 
occur. But any attempt to brand the 
academy as a place where intolerance 
is accepted is just plain false. I applaud 
the United States Air Force for taking 
the proper steps to investigate and cor-
rect any problems regarding allega-
tions of religious intolerance.

f 

ANNOUNCING INTRODUCTION OF 
THE SHIELD ACT 

(Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 
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Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to proudly intro-
duce H.R. 2695, the Safe Housing Identi-
fication Exemption for the Lives of Do-
mestic Violence Victims, the SHIELD 
Act, with the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. HARRIS). I know of the victims 
that have finally built up the courage 
to leave their abusive relationships and 
have nowhere to go but to a homeless 
shelter. I know of the women who 
every day are scared for their lives be-
cause their abusers are trying to track 
them down. I know of the victims who 
are so scared that they can be tracked 
down by their predators, and they prob-
ably would not seek housing assistance 
if they knew that HUD required them 
to disclose their personal information, 
their Social Security numbers, birth 
date and location into the homeless 
management information system data-
base. 

I am thinking of those abusers who 
have ready access to this personal in-
formation. They may be their partners. 
These abusers may work in one of 
these agencies and have ready access to 
this database. 

I ask my colleagues to please support 
H.R. 2695, the SHIELD Act, to exclude 
personally identifying information. 
Reaching out for assistance is a really 
big step for these victims. Let us not 
put them in grave danger. 

f 

METHAMPHETAMINES 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, 
there is a growing drug problem in my 
home State of North Carolina and 
across America, and it is one we in 
Congress must face this year. The 
White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy has called 
methamphetamines one of the fastest 
growing drugs in America. Worst of all, 
those producing and trafficking meth 
often do so in the presence of children. 
In 2004 alone, 2,754 children were found 
in 34 percent of the methamphetamine 
busts. 

Along with 14 other Members of Con-
gress, I have introduced H.R. 1616, 
which would double the maximum jail 
time of Federal sentencing for those 
involved in the production or transpor-
tation of illicit drugs in the presence of 
children. Almost as much as abusing 
meth, being exposed to chemicals in-
volved in its production is extremely 
dangerous and children found in meth 
labs have often been physically abused 
and neglected. 

I ask my colleagues to please join me 
in supporting H.R. 1616 to protect kids 
from illicit drug production and traf-
ficking. 

f 

ANNOUNCING MARKUP OF U.N. 
REFORM ACT 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, as the 
largest financial contributor to the 
United Nations, the American people 
have every right to demand account-
ability and transparency at the U.N. 
and the U.N. Reform Act introduced by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) 
and humbly coauthored by myself will 
be marked up today in the Committee 
on International Relations and does 
just that. 

To restore the credibility of this 
world forum, we have to have real re-
form: in budgeting, oversight, peace-
keeping, and human rights. The Hyde/
Pence bill authorizes a variety of 
methods of leverage to enact reforms, 
including the withholding of 50 percent 
of U.S.-assessed dues if certifications 
are not made in key areas. 

The U.N. plays a vital role in the 
world, but it cannot do so if it is 
bogged down in bureaucracy and scan-
dal. Hyde/Pence provides a vision for 
U.N. reform and the tough incentives 
to accomplish it. Hyde/Pence is U.N. 
reform with teeth, and I urge its adop-
tion. 

f 

CONSIDERING MEMBER AS FIRST 
SPONSOR OF H.R. 1704 

Mr. CANNON. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered as the first sponsor 
of H.R. 1704, a bill originally intro-
duced by Representative PORTMAN of 
Ohio, for the purposes of adding co-
sponsors and requesting reprintings 
pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Utah? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the remaining motion to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken tomorrow. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SACRIFICES 
BEING MADE BY FAMILIES OF 
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 
FORCES 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution (H. Con. Res. 159) recognizing 
the sacrifices being made by the fami-
lies of members of the Armed Forces 
and supporting the designation of a 
week as National Military Families 
Week, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CON. RES. 159

Whereas the people of the United States 
have a sincere appreciation for the sacrifices 
being made by the families of members of 
the Armed Forces while their loved ones are 
deployed in the service of their country; 

Whereas military families face unique 
challenges while their loved ones are de-
ployed because of the lengthy and dangerous 
nature of these deployments; 

Whereas the strain on military family life 
is further increased when these deployments 
become more frequent; 

Whereas military families on the home 
front remain resilient because of their com-
prehensive and responsive support system; 

Whereas the brave members of the Armed 
Forces who have defended the United States 
since September 11, 2001, continue to have in-
credible, unending support from their fami-
lies; and 

Whereas the week of June 12, 2005, has been 
proposed to be designated as National Mili-
tary Families Week: Now, therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) recognizes the sacrifices of military 
families and the support they provide for 
their loved ones serving as members of the 
Armed Forces; and 

(2) supports the designation of a week as 
National Military Families Week. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) and the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. BOREN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. JONES). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days within which to revise 
and extend their remarks on the con-
current resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I rise in strong support of H. Con. 
Res. 159, offered today by the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN). 
Today as we continue to fight the glob-
al war on terrorism, it is entirely ap-
propriate to honor the families of serv-
icemembers who make sacrifices just 
as real, and no less difficult, as those 
who deploy to the war fighting zones. 

America may not realize it, but in 
the last 30 years, the military has gone 
from a predominantly single male es-
tablishment to one with a greater em-
phasis on family. In 1974, for example, 
40 percent of enlisted members were 
married. Today, nearly 50 percent of 
the active and Reserve component en-
listed members on active duty are mar-
ried. Among officers, 68 percent of ac-
tive duty officers and 73 percent of Re-
serve component officers are married. 

There is another story to be told by 
these statistics. America has become 
heavily reliant on its Reserve compo-
nents, the National Guard, the Army 
and Marine Corps Reserves and the Re-
serves of the other services. So the bur-
den and sacrifice of war is not confined 
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